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When I was reading Ann's document 99-0049, I was rather in favor of her ideas and suggestions. I think they are straight-forward, clear and prepared for future developments. However, I felt some hesitations in accepting the concept of datasets in COBOL because it seemed to far away from the way in which COBOL has been dealing with records over all these years.

I felt a dilemma as well. On one hand, being enthusiastic, I was prepared to search the draft for all places where a change was needed to comply with Ann's proposal. But on the other hand, this was in conflict with my own goal to have the new standard being published as soon as possible. 

Then, I saw Artur's paper (99-0056) and all I can say now is that I agree with his conclusion "that we should stick as close as possible to the existing language definition". Not for the sake of the text but (as I mentioned earlier) because it is thirty seconds before midnight. 

I do have two minor wishes on this subject:

1. that this definition of a file-connector will be accepted: "A file connector is a temporary item that during a run unit holds information about the executional aspects of a file."

2. that an open file will be called an opened file (we also refer to a closed file!).
